Guidelines for Area Walks*

Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of Eastern Canada

Purpose:
to provide a safe location for Club members, and other RR owners, to walk with their dogs, leashed or off leash, to promote socialisation of both owners and dogs, to promote information exchange and to encourage a healthy, friendly environment.

Requirements:

Coordinator:
 a Club member, or member of the Executive, acts as Coordinator.  The Coordinator is responsible for having previously checked the area, for notifying participants of the walk date and for ensuring there is a first aid kit at the walk site.  The Coordinator, or coordinators, have authority to give directions during the walks.

The Coordinator(s) shall offer counsel should an altercation occur and shall require unruly dogs be kept on leash.  The Coordinator(s) should be experienced and offer advice and assistance to RR owners with untrained dogs.


Participants:
 all participants are responsible for their own dogs.  Participants are expected to control their dogs and notify others should their dog be aggressive, hyper-active, or shy, etc.


All participants shall have their own leads, water, treats and all other needs.


General procedures:
the Coordinator(s) is to arrive at the site punctually but if late, the group shall wait for at least 10 minutes. There is no obligation for RR owners to attend every walk.
Poop and scoop rules apply in all cases.  If the walk is in the woods or a less trafficked area, push poop off into the bush or bury it.

Common sense behaviour applies.  For example, if an owner gives a dog a treat, the owner should have sufficient treats for all the dogs that may be around; be sure all dogs are sitting; called by name and do not grab.  If in doubt, do not give treats and ask the other dog’s owner first.

Walks commence with all dogs leashed.  Once initial excitement has reduced, the dogs may be let off leash.  This choice is up to the owner of the RR.  Walking participation may be from a low of 3 to a high of 20!  A group of 20 is too large to let all dogs off leash at one time.  In the event that large numbers become the norm, consideration should be given to dividing the group into two or more gatherings for safety and a more enjoyable outing.

If the walks are held in an area where one is likely to encounter other walkers (dogless), owners are to leash dogs and stand back off the trail.  If there are other dogs in the area, participants are responsible for ensuring their dog remains close, leashed and does not create a nuisance with others in the park.  When the walk is over, owners must remain watchful.

If there is an aggressive dog, the Coordinator(s) shall speak to the owner and request the dog be leashed.  The Coordinator(s) shall follow-up (suggesting training techniques; OB classes, discussing veterinary visits (if an unneutered dog), including the possibility that the dog should not return to the walks until behaviour has been corrected.

In the event of an altercation where the involved owners dispute which dog started the confrontation, all owners involved shall leash or crate their dogs.

Normal practice dictates that any veterinary bills should be resolved between the parties involved.   In no case is the RRCEC executive responsible.     

*Currently we are requesting all area walks in public areas be on leash.  If the walk is held on private property, dogs may be off leash at the discretion of the area coordinator and property owner.
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